who cannot testify.” Said Rabbi, “I was a minor, and I read it before R. 
Judah in Usha, and elders were there, and not a single one of them said 
a thing.” They said to him, “They cannot bring evidence of the law 
from the position of the one who permits [the matter to be done = 
Judah at M. 2:4B].” From that point onward, they had the custom that 
a minor may read the Scroll of Esther in public [T. Meg. 2:8A-D]. 


2. II:2: Bar Qappara said, “It is necessary to read it before women and 
children, for even they were in doubt [as to their lives]. 


[C] THEY DO NOT READ THE SCROLL, PERFORM A RITE OF CIRCUMCISION, IMMERSE, 
SPRINKLE PURIFICATION-WATER, AND SO TOO, A WOMAN AWAITING DAY 
AGAINST DAY SHOULD NOT IMMERSE, UNTIL SUNRISE. BUT IN ANY CASE IN 
WHICH ONE DID SO AFTER THE DAWN HAS RISEN, IT IS VALID. 


1. IfI:1: They do not read the Megillah before the sunrise [M. 2:4C], in 
line with that which is written, “[Now in the twelfth month, which is 
the month of Adar, on the thirteenth day of the same, when the king’s 
command and edict were about to be executed,] on the very day when 
the enemies of the Jews hoped to get the mastery over them, [but 
which had been changed to a day when the Jews should get the 
mastery over their foes]” (Est. 9:1). Nor do they perform a rite of 
circumcision [M. 2:4C]:” And on the eighth day the flesh of his 
foreskin shall be circumcised” (Lev. 12:3). Nor do they immerse [M. 
2:4C]: “[And Eleazar the priest] shall dip [some of her blood with his 
finger,] and sprinkle [some of her blood toward the front of the tent of 
meeting seven times” (Num. 19:4). Just as sprinkling is by day, so 
dipping is by day. 


2: II:2: All those who are liable to immerse do so under ordinary 
circumstances by day, except for the menstruating woman and the 
woman after childbirth, who immerse only by night. A menstruating 
woman whose time had passed may immerse whether by day or by 
night [on the eighth or successive days, after the onset of her period]. 


3: II:3: With regard to M. 2:4C-E,] now lo, we see that the rabbis 
advance the time of intercalating the year, doing so prior to sunrise. 


XVIII. YERUSHALMI MEGILLAH 2:6 


[A] THE ENTIRE DAY IS VALID FOR THE READING OF THE SCROLL OF ESTHER, THE 
RECITATION OF THE HALLEL, THE SOUNDING OF THE SHOFAR, TAKING THE 
LULAB, THE SAYING OF THE ADDITIONAL PRAYER, OFFERING THE ADDITIONAL 


